
 
 

2016 COMMITMENT TO IOWA AWARD 
Can Shed 

 
The Can Shed, located in Cedar Rapids and Iowa City, will be celebrating its 20th year of 
operation this coming year. It is the largest redemption business in the state, processing 1.5 
million containers weekly.  Between the two locations, the Can Shed employees on average, 45 
employees on a year round basis. 
 
 

PROGRAM/PROJECT 
 
How is effective recycling promoted? 
Can Shed has enhanced its social media presence thru the use of Facebook, in addition to its 
website.  It receives multiple comments on a weekly basis that allow the customer base to interact 
with the business and qualify any questions they may have that deal with the operation. 
 
What are the program’s significant accomplishments? 
Customer walk-ins have increased, thus generating additional recycling. 
 
What is unique and innovative? 
Besides the increase of walk-in customers, The Can Shed now works with a larger beer distributor 
to arrange for the pick-up of its redeemable containers at remote locations such as restaurants, bars 
and grocery chains.  Those materials are brought back to the processing facility and counted, then 
baled so that truckloads of recyclables may be shipped back to domestic markets for reuse again. 
 
What are the benefits to the recycling community? 
Can Shed has a location in each of the two largest cities in the corridor region.  This enables walk-in 
customers to recycle their redemption six days a week, thus eliminating the timely process of 
redeeming returnable containers one at a time at a grocer thru an automated counting machine. On 
average, the Can Shed receives 450 walk in customers daily. 
  



IMPACT 
 
How has the program/project ensured materials are reused or recycled and put to their 
highest and best use? 
Based on the commodity type, the Can Shed exemplifies outstanding recycling practices.  
Currently, all PET, LDPE, UBC, OCC and office mix is recovered, processed and shipped to large 
plastic and pulp mills for reclamation back into the material stream. 
 
How is the community positively impacted? 
Based on our business model and Iowa law 455C, otherwise known as “the bottle bill”, there is 
little evidence of roadside litter associated with container pollution.  Our recycling company 
enhances the opportunity for the general public to participate. 
 
What are the environment benefits? 
Clean ditches and roadways, water sheds and overall ascetically enhanced environmental areas. 
 
How have cultural or behavioral changes occurred? 
Iowa has some of the cleanest roadsides in the United States, so yes, the initial impression is that 
this business does help environmentally. 
 
Has the program been replicated, or could it be easily replicated? 
Yes, this program could be replicated. 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
How has the nominee engaged potential partners, stakeholders and others? 
Besides the general public, the Can Shed has reached out to distributors and grocers to assist with 
the collection and transition of the collected containers via its logistics department.  As well, the 
Can Shed is now marketing itself as a full service recycler, by working with multiple business 
partners in the corridor area to collect, process and recycle their OCC, LDPE and office paper. 
 
How has the project garnered community support and partnerships? 
We now facilitate business with a local waste hauler, a beer distributor and multiple business 
partners to facilitate the pick-up, processing and shipment of their recyclable fibers and containers. 
 
How has the project earned media coverage? 
No it has not yet, but we hope that it does thru the Iowa Recycling Association. 
 


