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APPLICATION SUMMARY 
 

The number of craft breweries in the state is growing exponentially. However, brewing craft 
beer is resource intensive and can pose an environmental threat. This is why the Iowa Waste 
Reduction Center created the Iowa Green Brewery Certification, a 4-tiered certification program 
that rewards environmentally friendly processes and practices conducted by craft breweries. So 
far this year, the IWRC has certified five breweries and is currently working with four others to 
reach certified “green” status. 

 
 

APPLICATION NARRATIVE 

The craft brewing industry in the state of Iowa is in the middle of a rapid growth phase. In the year 
2000, there were ten craft breweries/beer pubs in Iowa. Today that number is approaching 80, with 
the fastest growth happening within the last five years. 
 
While the economic impact of this booming industry is significant for the state, the process of 
brewing craft beer is very resource intensive and has the potential to have a significantly negative 
effect on the environment. The sheer amount of water and grain that is required to produce a single 
barrel of beer is astonishing. Much of this is potentially wasted if a usable alternative is not found. 
This is why the Iowa Waste Reduction Center (IWRC) at the University of Northern Iowa developed 
the Iowa Green Brewery Certification. 
 
The Iowa Green Brewery Certification provides Iowa craft breweries with guidelines for a 
comprehensive environmental certification as well as record keeping and supporting 
documentation.  The process works by the IWRC sending staff to a brewery to conduct a free audit 
checking for various environmental and sustainability practices throughout five categories: 

• Applicable Environmental Regulations 
• Water Quality/Conservation 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Resource/Solid Waste Management 
• Overall Environmental Management  

 
After the audit, the IWRC will score the brewery using a matrix that was developed with the 
assistance of the Iowa Brewers Guild and several craft breweries from around the state (attached).  A 
final report is developed and given to the brewery that provides recommendations based on the 
audit. If the score is high enough to earn the brewery a certification, the IWRC will present the 
brewery with a certificate recognizing the accomplishment, a window cling to display, and promote 
the feat through various traditional and online media channels. 
 



Follow up visits are conducted by the IWRC to provide direct assistance to the breweries to 
implement any recommended changes as well as help with any regulatory compliance issues.  
 
There are four levels of certification based on the environmental efforts of the breweries: bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum. In 2017, the IWRC has certified five breweries and is currently working 
with four additional ones to achieve certification by the fall.  Additional craft breweries will be 
added to the list throughout the remainder of the year. 
 
Certified Breweries as of August 1, 2017: 
SingleSpeed Brewery (Cedar Falls) - Silver 
Lark Brewery (Waterloo) - Silver 
Keg Creek Brewing Company (Glenwood) - Bronze 
Franklin Street Brewing Company (Manchester) - Gold 
SingleSpeed Brewery (Waterloo) - Platinum 
 

 
 



Attachment (Checklist):



 
 



 




